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Common Core State Standards  

for English Language Arts 

 Reading 

Writing 

 Speaking and Listening 

 Language 

Media and Other Technology 
 



Reading Instruction 

 Phonemic Awareness 

 

 Phonics 

 

 Fluency 

 

 Comprehension 

 

 Vocabulary Instruction 



Gradual Release of Responsibility 

 

 Teacher modeling and explanation of a strategy 

 

 Guided practice where teachers gradually give 

students more responsibility 

 

 Independent practice accompanied by feedback 

 

 Application of the strategy in real reading situations 



Instructional Shifts 

Shift 1 

Balancing Informational and Literary Text 

 

 Students read a true balance of informational  

   and literary texts 



How can parents help? 

Encourage your child to read as much non-fiction as fiction. 

 

 Supply more non-fiction texts 

 

 Read non-fiction texts aloud or with your child 

 

 Point out all of the different ways non-fiction 
texts are organized and the different features 
that help readers  (subheadings, bold print, 
captions, maps, charts, tables, graphs, etc…)  



Head to 
the 

library 
with your 

child! 







Text Features 



http://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/AssetsLibrary/SECTORS/Primary/SUBJECT/Literacy/SERIES/RigbyNavigator/Screenshots/RigbyNavigatorEyeSeeNFYear4Greybandsamplespread600pixels.jpg


Instructional Shifts 

Shift 2 

Knowledge in the Disciplines 

 

 Students build knowledge about the world 

through TEXT rather than the teacher or activities 



How can parents help? 

Help your child to learn about the world through reading. 

 

 

 Provide series of texts on topics of interest 

 

 Find books that EXPLAIN  

 

 Discuss the big ideas behind what is written 



Learning about Our World 



Instructional Shifts 

Shift 3 

Staircase of Complexity 

 

 Students read the central, grade appropriate text 

around which instruction is centered 

 Teachers provide time, space, and support for 

close reading 



How can parents help? 

Encourage your child to read more complex material carefully. 

 

 Provide more challenging texts AND provide texts your 
child wants to read and can read comfortably 

 

 Know what is grade level appropriate 

 

 Read challenging texts with your child 

 

 Show your child that challenging reading is worth 
unpacking 



http://www.toavi.com/al/index.php?l=kbbiiiikee


Instructional Shifts 

Shift 4 

Text-based Answers 

 

 Students engage in rich and rigorous evidence 

based conversations about text. 



How can parents help? 

Help your child to discuss their reading using evidence. 

 

 Talk about texts 

 

 Expect evidence in everyday discussions and/or 
disagreements 

 

 Read aloud or read the same book silently with 
your child and discuss with evidence 

 



Evidence Based Language 

 For example… 

 For instance… 

 Because… 

 Based on what I read… 

 The author stated… 

 According to the text… 

 On page ____, it said… 

 From the reading I know that… 



Instructional Shifts 

Shift 5 

Writing from Sources 

 

 Students’ writing emphasizes the use of evidence 

from sources to inform or make an argument 



How can parents help? 

Encourage your child to make arguments in writing using 

evidence.  

 

 Encourage writing at home 

 

 Encourage your child to be a “collector” of evidence 

 

 Write “books” together and include evidence/details 

 



Response to Literature 



Evidence Based Response 



Instructional Shifts 

Shift 6 

Academic Vocabulary 

 

 Students constantly build the transferable vocabulary 

they need to access grade level complex texts 

 

 Students read content that is spiraled through 

increasingly complex texts 



How can parents help? 

Help your child learn words they can use later in life. 

 

 Read often with your child 

 Read multiple books about the same topic 

 Let your child see you reading 

 Talk to your child 

 



Same topic, Increasing Complexity 
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Some Final Curriculum Highlights… 

 Reading workshop 

 Writing workshop 

 Required writing units (grades K-5) 

 Content area literacy 

 Ongoing assessment 

 



Writing Workshop 



Poor Turkey….. 



 

Remember….  

“We’re All In This Together!” 


