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Common Core State Standards
for English Language Arts

* Reading

® Writing

® Speaking and Listening
® Language

® Media and Other Technology




Reading Instruction

® Phonemic Awareness
® Phonics

® Fluency

* Comprehension

o Vocabulary Instruction




Gradual Release of Responsibility

e Teacher modeling and explanation of a strategy

e Guided practice where teachers gradually give
students more responsibility

o Independent practice accompanied by feedback

o Application of the strategy in real reading situations




Instructional Shifts

Shift 1
Balancing Informational and Literary Text

e Students read a true balance of informational

and literary texts




How can parents help?

Encourage your child to read as much non-fiction as fiction.

e Supply more non-fiction texts
* Read non-fiction texts aloud or with your child

 Point out all of the ditferent ways non-tiction
texts are organized and the different features
that help readers (subheadings, bold print,

captions, maps, charts, tables, graphs, etc...)
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() Hummingbirds pollinate flowers. () Some bats are pollinators, too. They are
So do butterflies. They fly from active at night. That's when sweet cactus
flower to flower. flowers bloom.
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Dinosaur experts are
known as palaeontologists
By studying dinosaur
footprints and companng
Uhwern L0 racks left by
modem animals, they
make predictions about
how dinosaurs moved

Running
with
dincsaurs!

THE BRRE RONES
If palacontologists work out what a dinosaur’s
skedeton and muscles looked like, this can give them
clues about how a dinosaur might have moved. i
they know the size and position of the
vertebrae in the spine, they can
predict how the dinosaur
moved its body and head,
In the same way, the

length, shape and

number of leg bones
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TWO LECS OR FOUR?

Dinosaurs can be classified 1o two groups:
quadrupeds (dinosaurs that walked on four legs)
and bipeds (dinosaurs that walked on two

legs). However, some
quadrupeds used two.
legs when running
%0 they could
move fastes
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Instructional Shifts

Shift 2
Knowledge in the Disciplines

e Students build knowledge about the world

through TEXT rather than the teacher or activities




How can parents help?

Help your child to learn about the world through reading.

 Provide series of texts on topics of interest
e Find books that EXPLAIN

* Discuss the big ideas behind what is written
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Instructional Shifts

Shift 3
Staircase of Complexity

e Students read the central, grade appropriate text

around which instruction is centered

e Teachers provide time, space, and support for

close reading




How can parents help?

Encourage your child to read more complex material carefully.

e Provide more challenging texts AND provide texts your
child wants to read and can read comfortably

e Know what is grade level appropriate
* Read challenging texts with your child

e Show your child that challenging reading is worth
unpacking
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One day, my dad)looked out at the endless desert

and decided then and there to build a baseball field. Qe ey

He said people needed something to do in Camp. o
We weren't in a camp that was fun, like summer camp. A
Ours was in the middle of nowhere, and were behind a
% barbed wire fence. Soldiers with guns made sure we
., stayed there, and the nja__njn the tower saw everything we
did, no matter where we were.

As Dad began walking over dry, cracked dirt, | asked
him again why we were here.

Liring 4 oy
‘Because,” he said, “America is at war with Japan,
#% 712 and the government thinks that Japanese Americans can't
" 740 be trusted. But it's wrong that we're in here. We're
& Americans too!” Then he made a mark in the dirt and

ad mumbled something about where the infield bases should
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Instructional Shifts

Shift 4
Text-based Answers

e Students engage in rich and rigorous evidence

based conversations about text.




How can parents help?

Help your child to discuss their reading using evidence.

e Talk about texts

e Expect evidence in everyday discussions and/or
disagreements

* Read aloud or read the same book silently with
your child and discuss with evidence




Evidence Based Language

For example...

For instance...
Because...

Based on what I read...
The author stated...
According to the text...
Onpage  ,itsaid..

From the reading I know that...




Instructional Shifts

Shift 5
Writing from Sources

e Students’ writing emphasizes the use of evidence

from sources to inform or make an argument




How can parents help?

Encourage your child to make arguments in writing using

evidence.

e Encourage writing at home

* Encourage your child to be a “collector” ot evidence

* Write “books” together and include evidence/details




Response to Literature

Bear Feels Scared “ |
by Karma Wilson and Jane Chapman ”Fn Wi
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List three character traits of the main character
from the story:
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Evidence Based Response
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Instructional Shifts

Shitt 6
Academic Vocabulary

e Students constantly build the transterable vocabulary

they need to access grade level complex texts

e Students read content that is spiraled through

increasingly complex texts




How can parents help?

Help your child learn words they can use later in life.

e Read often with your child
e Read multiple books about the same topic

e Let your child see you reading

e Talk to your child




Same topic, Increasing Complexity
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Saving the
World's Most
Endangered Sea
Turtle

More from Smithsonlan.com (ape Cod Bay churas as a frighd
* The Secrets Within ot flicks froth into the air and the

e L surf claws at the beach. 1 find a
tangle of black seaweed o the T
sand, it & Bandful of the wet shess £ad glispse the lines of 4 sheil. | Pt O
grab more scaweed and uncover what I've been searching for: a ) Commens () Bumeietion

Keesp's ridley tirtle, & msember of the woeld's most endangered
species of sea turtle.

[v's 2 Jong way from the beach in Mexico where the tusties almost
certainly hatched. It's so still 1 doubt &'s alive.  pell off my gloves,

lift the anissal by its foot-wide sbell aad trot down the beach, e
holding it in front of me like a priceless porcelain vase. The turtle Conservation
slowly raises its plum-size bead and pops open its small eyes, One Massachuselits
Ripper futtery, then another. The turtle begins 10 paddde in the alr,
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a3 i swimming. [ sprint to my car.
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Some Final Curriculum Highlights...

* Reading workshop

e Writing workshop
e Required writing units (grades K-5)
e Content area literacy

e Ongoling assessment




Wntmg Workshop

_T(; tr E; t"'h ] hﬂi G -i]E; ] h(:; _,. k_(t E ,{\ ] \ o —' ::
[“’JT ((S Uﬂ d T(TV

:f“f“‘f‘f G Gi‘\*ﬁ ““““

| Thonh&\gwm% Jl O c‘iay — /L




Poor Turkey.....




Remember....
“We’re All In This Together!”




